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doctrine of Arahatship, than by the new stress
upon Bodhisatship. But readers of the Maha Yana
books, tedious as these have so often been called,
and rightly called, will find them acquire a new sig-
nificance, and even a new beauty, when they are
read in the light of this conception. The whole
history of this development of belief, firstly in the
putting of Arahatship into the background, and
putting the Jataka stories and the road of Bodhisat-
ship into the foreground; and then the actual con-
tempt of Arahatship, and the adoption, to its
explicit as well as its virtual exclusion, of Bodhisat-
ship, has yet to be written. The final step is at-
tributed by later chroniclers, Tibetan and Chinese,
to Nagarjuna. And there are works extant, though
only in Tibetan and Chinese translations, which are
attributed to him. These works, however, are not
yet accessible to the West; and of the Hlna Yana
books (that is to say, the books of the older schools
which led on to the final result) we have only the
Maha Vastu, and the Sanskrit poems on the life of
Buddha which were mentioned in my third lecture.
But it is possible already to point out some of the
results which followed from the newer doctrine.
That the progress was very slow we know from the
statements of Yuan Thsang. For in his time, that
is, as late as the sixth century of our era, two thirds